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historic ~ Vermillion Creek Tyibutary Stone Arch Bridge

and/or common  Vermillion Creek Tributary Stone Arch Bridge

2. Location

street & number  Five miles south and one mile east of Onaga

n/anot for publication

city, town Onaga’ IR vicihif{j of
state Kansas code 20 county Pottawatomie ' code 149
3. Classification .
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— . district X __ public ~2£ _ occupied — agriculture - museum
—— DUIdINnG(s) ____ private e Unoccupied e, COMIMIErCial — park
& structure o both e WOIK in progress — educational . private residence
SRS 1 { -] Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
— object e N process e Y@S1 reStricted e GOVETNMENt — 8cientific
—— being considered —Z_ yes: unrestricted — industrial transportation
n/a U , 1+ . Tllitary e ORI
4. Owner of Property
name Pottawatomie County
street & number Pottawatomie County Courthouse
city, town Wamego n/?___ vicinity of state Kansas
5. Location of Legal Description
_courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Reglster of Deeds
street & number Fottawatomie County Courthouse
city, town Wamego state Kansas
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Survey of Historic Bridges-—-
title Kansas Dept. of Transportation has this property been determined eligible? ___yes £ _no
date 1980-83 - federal *_ state ___ county ___local
depository for survey records Kansas State Historical Socilety
city, town Topeka state Kansas




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

e @ CEHENE e deteriorated X unallered X original site
wXe goOU — 11 . altered —_moved  date
e falt ! unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

The Vermillion Creek Tributary bfidge is located five miles south and one mile east
of Onaga. The single span stone arch is 44 feet long and 15 feet wide curb to curb.
The deck lies 17 feet above the water level,

The stone arch springs from and is disposed between ‘two stone abutments of native
limestone. The stone spandrel walls project above the roadway to serve as roadway
curbing as well as retain the earthen f£ill which loads the arch. This fill allows
for even distribution of the live loads and helps to strengthen the arch,



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Chech and justily below )

— prehistoric: ____archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

e 14001488 . archeology-historic — conservation —law . e SCIENITE

. 1500-158¢ ____ agriculture e @CONOMICS e Hit@rature — sculpture

. 1600-1698 ... archilecture - education — military e BOCHaL

— 1700-1788 ____ art ... engincering U 11711 _ humanitarian

e 1800~1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater

— 1900~ e GOMIMUNications v IAUSEPY — politics/government  _X__ transportation
’ . IveENtion — other {specily)

Specific dates Unknown Buildesr/Architect Upknown

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)

The Vermillion Creek Tributary Bridge southeast of Onaga retains its integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, feeling and association., It emBodies the
distinctive characteristics of a type and method of construction no longer being
used namely the construction of a roadway supported by a stone arch which iz loaded
by an earthen fill, which, in turn, is retained by stone spandrel walls. This
bridge may yield information important to the history of engineering.

The stone arch bridge was popular in Kansas because the stone and construction
expertise was locally available. Although somewhat more expensive, initially,
to construct they were very strong and long lived, The use of local stone and
labor makes each example unique and particularly suited to the Kansas environment,

THIS STATEMENT REFLECTS CURRENT KNOWLEDGE AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE,



9. Major Bibliographical References

Charles S. Whitney, Bridges: Thelr Art, Science and Evolution, New York:
Greenwich House, 1983,

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _ 1:éss than one acre
Quadrangie name ... Onaga, Kansas 1:24,000

Quadrangle scale
UTM Heferences

A sl Lzlagslzio0] [443]8,7]050)0]. P e bbb e
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Eastir}g _Northir}g

el b b bbbty 0 e b e d bbby o

-3 S I I T T O A T A R ST I I T RO A T BT
IR Lot boad - i) Ll ba b e by w
Verbal boundary description and justification That property on and over which .

the bridge 1is bullt including bridge structure, abutments and plers.
SWh §24 T7S R1LE, . .

List ali states and counties {or properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state n/a code county code

siate code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Larry Jochims, Research Historian and Michael Snell

Kansas State Histerical Society date

organization 27/20/85
street & number 120 West Tenth telephone (913) 296-2973
city ortown  Topeka state Kansas

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

. NEHONA] X __state . local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), ! hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title pyecutive Director, Kansas State Historical Soc:LeLy date  3/4/85

For NPS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the Natlonal Hegister

. " date
5 Keeper of the Na_tion_a! Register '

Attats o T TR e
“Chief of Reglstrat:on : - o - T
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SITE NO. 75 -AR—]

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

HISTORIC BRIDGE INVENTORY

Date
County )’%ﬁawq-ﬁm;g Structural Type Mﬁ)q Constructed /73O
Road System State Planning Dept Designation ‘/46%?
County
Qff-System o~ Secondary Rds Designation 8//
Urban
Location~Route S  JE L Draca Mile Post
L \
Feature Crossed SHheam Legal Description
SWh S_24 T 2S5 R_NE
Bridge Number Number of spans /
Span identity and description
8074/.%;@,\ /B e
Truss type:
Historical Data:
Date Constructed. Erector Contractor

Manufacturer

Located in Historical District? or near Historical Site?

Original Use : Present Use

Photos Taken? \\\ Date - 3_&=

Current Condition: Bxcellent Good X Fair X Deteriorated
Altered Demolished

Field Observation Notes:

Inventory Completed by bate

0.3
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LEGEND

RAOAD FYSTEM DESIGNATION
FEDERALAID INTERSTATE HIGHWAY SYSTEM -
FEDERALAID PRIMARY HIGHWAY SYSTEM ..
FEDERAL-AD SECANDARY HIGHWAY SYSTEM
INTERSTATE NUMBERED MIGHWAY ..
U 5 NUMBERED HIGHWAY
STAYE HIGHWAY SYSTEM OR
STATE MUMBERED MIGHWAY -
END OF DEGIGNATED SYSTEM OR
MARKED AQUTE .oooennn

ST

WABAUNSEE

KEY 10 _ﬂmlml!s
FASYSTEMS REVISED TOMAY 1. 1979

GENERAL HIGHWAY MAP

KANSAS
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KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
N CODAERATION WiTH TRE
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